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The purpose of protecting the life of our Nation and preserving the liberty of our citizens 
is to pursue the happiness of our people. Our success in that pursuit is the test of our 
success as a Nation. 
  
For a century we labored to settle and to subdue a continent. For half a century we called 
upon unbounded invention and untiring industry to create an order of plenty for all of our 
people. 
  
The challenge of the next half century is whether we have the wisdom to use that wealth 
to enrich and elevate our national life, and to advance the quality of our American 
civilization. 
  
Your imagination, your initiative, and your indignation will determine whether we build a 
society where progress is the servant of our needs, or a society where old values and new 
visions are buried under unbridled growth. For in your time we have the opportunity to 
move not only toward the rich society and the powerful society, but upward to the Great 
Society. 
  
The Great Society rests on abundance and liberty for all. It demands an end to poverty and 
racial injustice, to which we are totally committed in our time. But that is just the 
beginning. 
  
The Great Society is a place where every child can find knowledge to enrich his mind and 
to enlarge his talents. It is a place where leisure is a welcome chance to build and reflect, 
not a feared cause of boredom and restlessness. It is a place where the city of man serves 
not only the needs of the body and the demands of commerce but the desire for beauty 
and the hunger for community. 
  
It is a place where man can renew contact with nature. It is a place which honors creation 
for its own sake and for what it adds to the understanding of the race. It is a place where 
men are more concerned with the quality of their goals than the quantity of their goods. 
  

 



 
 
 

But most of all, the Great Society is not a safe harbor, a resting place, a final objective, a 
finished work. It is a challenge constantly renewed, beckoning us toward a destiny where 
the meaning of our lives matches the marvelous products of our labor. 
  
Within your lifetime powerful forces, already loosed, will take us toward a way of life 
beyond the realm of our experience, almost beyond the bounds of our imagination. 
  
You can help build a society where the demands of morality, and the needs of the spirit, 
can be realized in the life of the Nation. 
  
So, will you join in the battle to give every citizen the full equality which God enjoins and 
the law requires, whatever his belief, or race, or the color of his skin? 
  
Will you join in the battle to give every citizen an escape from the crushing weight of 
poverty? 
  
Will you join in the battle to make it possible for all nations to live in enduring peace — as 
neighbors and not as mortal enemies? 
  
Will you join in the battle to build the Great Society, to prove that our material progress is 
only the foundation on which we will build a richer life of mind and spirit? 
  
There are those timid souls who say this battle cannot be won; that we are condemned to 
a soulless wealth. I do not agree. We have the power to shape the civilization that we 
want. But we need your will, your labor, your hearts, if we are to build that kind of society. 
  
Those who came to this land sought to build more than just a new country. They sought a 
new world. You can make their vision our reality. So let us from this moment begin our 
work so that in the future men will look back and say: It was then, after a long and weary 
way, that man turned the exploits of his genius to the full enrichment of his life. 
 


